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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning the above identified application. 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

l . The reply filed on December 23, 1999 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): 

Newly submitted claims 21-33 are directed to inventions that are independent or distinct from the invention 
originally claimed for the following reasons: claim 1 was drawn to a method of preparing (making) cardiodilatin 
fragments by condensation of smaller fragments, while new claims 21-27 are drawn to a method of purifying 
cardiodilatin fragments by elution from HPLC columns and new claims 28-33 are compound claims drawn to 
cardiodilatin fragments. 

Since Applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, this invention has 
been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP 
§ 821.03. 

In the paper filed December 23, 1999 Applicant requested the cancellation of claim 1, the only claim 
previously pending in the case, and the entry of new claims 21-33, presented in the supplemental amendment filed 
October 8, 1996. Since no claims introduced by the amendment are drawn to the same invention elected by original 
presentation, the response filed December 23, 1999 fails to address the Office Action mailed June 23, 1999 and is 
therefore non-responsive.. See 37 CFR 1.111. 

Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, Applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or 
THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or 
correction in order to avoid abandonment. Extensions of this time period may be granted under 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 



2. Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technology Center 1600, Group 1640 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to Group 1640 via the PTO Fax Center located in Crystal Mall 1 . The faxing of 
such papers must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The 
fax phone number for official documents to be entered into the record for Art Unit 1644 is (703)305-3014. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed 
to F. Pierre VanderVegt, whose telephone number is (703)305-6997. The Examiner can normally be reached Tuesday 
through Friday and odd-numbered Mondays (on year 2000 366-day calender) from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm ET. A message 
may be left on the Examiner's voice mail service. If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Ms. Christina Chan can be reached at (703)308-3973. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Technology Center 1600 receptionist, wjiose telephope 
number is (703)308-0196. 

F. Pierre VanderVegt, Ph.D. 
Patent Examiner, Technology Center 1600 
March 7, 2000 
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